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GovERNMENT NOTICES * GOEWERMENTSKENNISGEWINGS

DEPARTMENT OF CO-OPERATIVE GOVERNANCE AND TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS
NO. 609 28 MAY 2020

DIRECTIONS ISSUED IN TERMS OF REGULATION 37(1)(a) OF THE REGULATIONS
ISSUED IN TERMS OF THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACT, 2002 (ACT NO. 57 OF
2002)

I, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs,
hereby, in terms of regulation 37(1)(a) of the Regulations issued in terms of the Disaster
Management Act, 2002 (Act No. 57 of 2002), issue directions in the Schedule hereto relating
to norms and standards for religious gatherings.

NC Uvira

DR NKOSAZANA DLAMINI ZUMA, MP
MINISTER OF COOPERATIVE GOVERNANCE AND TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS

DATE: 2.8 - OS . Qo o
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SCHEDULE
Definitions
1. In these Directions a word or expression bears the meaning assigned to it in

the Regulations and unless the context otherwise indicates—

‘places of worship' means any place or premises usually used for religious purposes;
including churches, synagogues, mosques, temples and other recognized places of worship;
‘Regulations' means the Regulations made in terms of the Disaster Management Act, 2002
(Act No. 57 of 2002) and published by Government Notice No. R. 480 of 29 April 2020, as
amended,;

'religious gathering' means a gathering at a place of worship for religious purposes; and
'religious leader' means a person recognized by a religious body as having some authority
in that body;

Purpose

2. (1) The purpose of these directions is to provide for the norms and
standards for religious gatherings that are permitted under the Regulations to address, prevent
and combat the spread of COVID-19.

(2) These Directions apply to all religious gatherings and persons entering
places of worship.

Phased re-opening of places of worship

3. (1) Religious gatherings of not more than 50 persons are allowed subject
to the conditions outlined in these Directions.
(2) Religious organisations should, where possible, convene services
through virtual platforms (online and social media).
(3) All religious services may not exceed 2 hours with a 30-minute
intermission between services.

Health and Safety measures at places of worship

4, (1) All religious leaders or persons in charge of places of worship must—
(a) ensure that every person entering a place of worship wears a face mask covering the
nose and mouth;
(b) develop a plan for gatherings at the place of worship which incorporates measures set
out in these Directions and the Regulations; and
(c) develop and maintain protocols on how they will ensure that there are no more than 50
persons within the place of worship at a time.
(2) Every place of worship must implement the following health and safety
measures:
(a) Screen every person entering the place of worship for symptoms associated with
COVID-19, namely fever, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, or difficulty in
breathing;
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